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In conjection with an extensive critical survey of recent advances and
controversies in Roman demography, the four case-studies in this
volume illustrate a variety of different approaches to the study of
ancient population history. The contributions address a number of
crucial issues in Roman demography from the evolution of the
academic field to seasonal patterns of fertility, the number of Roman
citizens, population pressure in the early Roman empire, and the end of
classical urbanism in late antiquity. This is the first collaborative
volume of its kind. It is designed to introduce ancient historians and
classicists to demographic, comparative and interdisciplinary
perspectives, and to situate and contextualize Roman population
studies in the wider ambit of historical demography.
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This volume of selected articles is being released in light of the new
economic, social and environmental challenges Europe and the United
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States have been faced with following the end of the Cold War and in
the evolving era of globalization. National security, immigration, and
the provision of health and other key social services call for a radically
different outlook in terms of policy discussions. The contributors of
this book focus on seven key policy issues and challenges that
currently affect the United States and Europe: income distribution, the
gender pay gap, crime and security, unemployment, health care, the
demographic question, and environmental regulation. The purpose of
this volume is to analyze how public policy within the European context
is responding to the challenges posed by this new global era.


