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Commerce in the Roman Empire of the first three centuries CE operated
within a well-established legal framework provided by Roman law. This
framework was the product of both legal theory and legal practice.
Centuries of Praetorian modification of the ancient ius civile ,
augmented by conceptual legal thought provided by the Roman jurists
had produced a body of law which permitted commerce to flourish and
to expand. Central to this body of law was the contract of letting and
hiring, one of the four named \'consensual\' contracts in Roman law.
Building on the pioneering work undertaken by Fiori (1999) on Roman
conceptual thought about letting and hiring, this books fills an
important gap in the current scholarly literature on this contract and its
place in Roman commerce.
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