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Insurrection and imagination : idiocy and Barnaby Rudge -- Thwarted
lovers : Basil and Maud -- Wrongful confinement, sensationalism and
Hard cash -- Madness and marriage -- The zoophagus maniac :
madness and degeneracy in Dracula.

A PDF version of this book is available for free in open access via the
OAPEN Library platform (www. oapen. org).Victorian literature is rife
with scenes of madness, with mental disorder functioning as everything
from a simple plot device to a commentary on the foundations of
Victorian society. But while madness in Victorian fiction has been much
studied, most scholarship has focused on the portrayal of madness in
women; male mental disorder in the period has suffered comparative
neglect. Valerie Pedlar corrects this imbalance in The 'Most Dreadful
Visitation.' This extraordinary study explores a wide range of Victorian
writings to consider the relationship between the portrayal of mental
illness in literary works and the portrayal of similar disorders in the
writings of doctors and psychologists. Pedlar presents in-depth studies
of Dickens's Barnaby Rudge, Tennyson's Maud, Wilkie Collins's Basil,
and Trollope's He Knew He Was Right, considering each work in the
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1. Introduction -- Part I: The Development of the Sociology of
Consumption -- 2. Sociology and Consumption -- 3. The Development
of the Sociology of Consumption -- Part II: Consumption and Practice
-- 4. Consumption as Appropriation: On the use of ‘Consumption’ and
Consumption as Use -- 5. Consumption and Theories of Practice --
Part Ill: Consumption, Taste and Power -- 6. Practice and Field:
Revising Bourdieu’s Concepts -- 7. Re-assessing Cultural Capital --
Part IV: Consumption, Critique and Politics -- 8. Consumption and the
critigue of Society -- 9. Sustainable Consumption: Practices, Habits and
Politics -- 10. lllusions of Sovereignty and Choice.

This book critically reviews recent social scientific investigations of
consumption, a controversial topic with moral overtones, and of
popular public interest and political and economic significance. The
author explores how consumption affects personal identity and social



position, developing a sociological analysis using theories of practice to
account for everyday consumption, its role in the social order, and its
consequences for environmental sustainability. The book offers a
controversial analysis which explains consumption not in terms of the
purchasing of commodities but of the organization and coordination of
daily practices. Consumption will be of interest to scholars and
students of sociology, anthropology, geography, cultural studies,
consumer research, business studies and social theory.



