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The surviving body of ancient letters offers the reader a stunning
variety of material, ranging from the everyday letters preserved among
the Oxyrhynchus papyri to imperial rescripts, New Testament Epistles,
fictional or pseudepigraphical letters and a wealth of missives on
almost every conceivable subject. They offer us a unique insight into
ancient practices in the fields of politics, literature, philosophy,
medicine and many other areas. This collection presents a series of
casestudies in ancient letters, asking how each letter writer
manipulates the epistolary tradition, why he chose the l


