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This volume documents the modern swimsuit's trajectory from men's
underwear and circus/performance wear to its unique niche in world
fashion. It emphasizes the relationship between fashion, media,
celebrity, sport and the cultivation of the modern body. This fascinating
book provides an historical, sociological and cultural context in which
to view how the swimsuit - and Australia, the country that significantly
influenced its modern form - migrated from the cultural and colonial
periphery to the centre of international attention. In addition, the book
offers new perspectives on national histories of the swimsuit and
investigates how traditional European fashion centers have opened up
to new markets and modes of living, bringing together influences from
around the globe.
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"'Mind the Gap!' is an almost iconic exhortation, originating in the
London Underground, warning travellers to be careful when navigating
the 'gap' between the platform and train. In this volume, Peter Carroll,
Rex Deighton-Smith, Helen Silver and Chris Walker retrospectively
assess the 'gap'--no less dynamic and perilous in a public policy
context--between the promise and performance of successive waves of
regulation in Australia since the 1980s. Regulatory bodies exist to
exercise what might be broadly termed 'control functions' and, by
nature, tend to be conservative both in their culture and operations.
Institutional conservatism does not, of necessity, preclude the exercise
of creativity and foresight, both of which are sorely required if
government is to successfully meet the challenge of delivering more
effective and less costly regulation. The business and policy
environment is complex, the risks are great and the rewards of success
and the costs of failure will be enormous. The true measure of success
will be how effectively we are able to close the gap between promise
and performance"--Provided by publisher.


