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The Mississippi, the largest river system in North America, drains an
area of 3,344,560 sg km. This river system has been active since at
least Late Jurassic times and has significantly influenced depositional
patterns in the northern Gulf of Mexico. The modern river has an
average water discharge of 15,360 cu m/sec, and average maximum
and minimum discharges are 57,900 and 2,830 cu m/sc, respectively.
The annual sediment discharge is estimated at 6.21x 1011 kg; the
bedload consists of 90% fine sand, and the suspended load is
characterized by 65% clay and 35% silt and very fine sand. Thus the
Mississippi River carries a substantial sediment load annually, and a
high percentage consists of fine-grained clays and silts.



