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This volume brings together two important contemporary accounts of
the life of Martin Luther in a confrontation that had been postponed for
more than 450 years. The first of these accounts was written after
Luther's death, when it was rumoured that demons seized the reformer
on his death-bed and dragged him off to Hell. In response to these
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rumours, Luther's friend and colleague Philip Melanchthon wrote and
published a brief encomium of the reformer in 1548. Cochlaeus
consequently completed and published his monumental life of Luther in
1549.


