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Water, in its many guises, has always played a powerful role in shaping
Southeast Asian histories, cultures, societies and economies. This
volume, the rewritten results of an international workshop, with
participants from eight countries, contains thirteen essays,

representing a broad range of approaches to the study of Southeast
Asia with water as the central theme. As it was exposed to the sea, the
region was more accessible to outside political, economic and cultural
influences than many landlocked areas. Easy access through sea routes
also stimulated trade from an early age. However, the same easy access
made Southeast Asia vulnerable to political control by strong outsiders.
The sea is, moreover, a source of food, but also of many hazards. At

the same time, Southeast Asian societies and cultures are confronted
with and permeated by 'water from heaven' in the form of rain, flash
floods, irrigation water, water in rivers, brooks and swaps, water-driven
power plants, and pumped or piped water, in addition to water as a
carrier of sewage and pollution. Finally, the volume deals with the role

of water in classification systems, beliefs, myths, illness and healing.
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Passive vibration control plays a crucial role in structural engineering.
Common solutions include seismic isolation and damping systems with



various kinds of devices, such as viscous, viscoelastic, hysteretic, and
friction dampers. These strategies have been widely utilized in
engineering practice, and their efficacy has been demonstrated in
mitigating damage and preventing the collapse of buildings, bridges,
and industrial facilities. However, there is a need for more sophisticated
analytical and numerical tools to design structures equipped with
optimally configured devices. On the other hand, the family of devices
and dissipative elements used for structural protection keeps evolving,
because of growing performance demands and new progress achieved
in materials science and mechanical engineering. This Special Issue
collects 13 contributions related to the development and application of
passive vibration control strategies for structures, covering both
traditional and innovative devices. In particular, the contributions
concern experimental and theoretical investigations of high-efficiency
dampers and isolation bearings; optimization of conventional and
innovative energy dissipation devices; performance-based and
probability-based design of damped structures; application of
nonlinear dynamics, random vibration theory, and modern control
theory to the design of structures with passive energy dissipation
systems; and critical discussion of implemented isolation/damping
technologies in significant or emblematic engineering projects.



