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In the South Transept of Westminster Abbey in London, the bodies of
more than seventy men and women, primarily writers, poets, and
playwrights, are interred, with many more memorialized. From the time
of the reburial of Geoffrey Chaucer in 1556, the space has become a
sanctuary where some of the most revered figures of English letters are
celebrated and remembered. Poets' Corner is now an attraction visited
by thousands of tourists each year, but for much of its history it was
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also the staging ground for an ongoing debate on the nature of British
cultural identity and the place of poetry in the larger political
landscape. Thomas Prendergast's Poetical Dust offers a provocative,
far-reaching, and witty analysis of Poets' Corner. Covering nearly a
thousand years of political and literary history, the book examines the
chaotic, sometimes fitful process through which Britain has consecrated
its poetry and poets. Whether exploring the several burials of Chaucer,
the politicking of Alexander Pope, or the absence of William
Shakespeare, Prendergast asks us to consider how these relics attest to
the vexed, melancholy ties between the literary corpse and corpus. His
thoughtful, sophisticated discussion reveals Poets' Corner to be not
simply a centuries-old destination for pilgrims and tourists alike but a
monument to literary fame and the inevitable decay of the bodies it has
both rejected and celebrated.
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A Health Disparities Roadmap: The South Texas Health Status Review
Edited by Amelie G. Ramirez, Ian M. Thompson, and Leonel Vela    As
America's most populous state goes, so goes the nation. And within
that state, the 38 counties comprising South Texas--a highly
populated, largely Hispanic area characterized by high uninsured rates
and low numbers of health care providers--are emblematic of
nationwide crises in public health.   The South Texas Health Status
Review: A Health Disparities Roadmap brings health care disparities to
light in instructive detail. Over thirty key health conditions and risk
factors, such as breast cancer, diabetes, obesity, tuberculosis, smoking
and alcohol use, lead exposure, birth defects, and homicide rates, are
analyzed by age, sex, race/ethnicity, and location (urban or rural), and
the results compared with the rest of Texas and the nation as a whole.
A section on conclusions and recommendations outlines factors
contributing to these conditions and offers suggestions for
improvement. These important data should stimulate further
population studies and provide impetus for targeted public health
interventions and community outreach programs to reduce health
inequities and advance care access in the state and the U.S. at large.
Major health issues covered in the report include:   Communicable
diseases Cancer incidence and mortality Maternal and child health
Chronic diseases Behavioral risk factors in adults Environmental health
issues Suicide, homicide, and vehicular mortality   The South Texas
Health Status Review contains valuable lessons for researchers in health
promotion and health disparities, as well as community health
professionals. Policymakers involved in reducing health disparities will
find it especially useful.


