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One famous target of Progressive Era attempts to rein in monopolistic
big business was the eastern Sugar Trust. Less known is how federal
regulators also tried to break monopoly control over beet sugar in the
West by going after the Utah-Idaho Sugar Company, a business
supported and controlled by the Latter-day Saints church and run by
Mormon authorities. As sugar beet agriculture boomed, the Mormon
church's involvement led directly to monopolistic practices by Utah-
Idaho Sugar and to federal investigations. Church leaders encouraged
members, a majority population in much of the intermoun
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