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the twenty-first century / Bruce Phillips.

This volume provides readers with a comprehensive introduction to the
most important and interesting historical and contemporary facets of
Judaism in America. Written by twenty-four leading scholars from the
fields of religious studies, American history and literature, philosophy,
art history, sociology, and musicology, the book adopts an inclusive
perspective on Jewish religious experience. Three initial chapters cover
the development of Judaism in America from 1654, when Sephardic
Jews first landed in New Amsterdam, until today. Subsequent chapters
include cutting-edge scholarship and original ideas while remaining
accessible at an introductory level. A secondary goal of this volume is
to help its readers better understand the more abstract term of
'religion' in a Jewish context. The Cambridge Companion to American
Judaism will be of interest not only to scholars but also to all readers
interested in social and intellectual trends in the modern world.


