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Rome's once independent Italian allies became communities of a new
Roman territorial state after the Social War of 91-87 BC. Edward
Bispham examines how the transition from independence to
subordination was managed, and how, between the opposing tensions
of local particularism, competing traditions and identities, aspirations
for integration, cultural change, and indifference from Roman central
authorities, something new and dynamic appeared in the jaded world of
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the late Republic.Bispham charts the successes and failures of the
attempts to make a new political community (Roman Italy), and new


