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Religion and Global Culture draws together the work of a group of
historians of religion who are concerned with situating the
contemporary study of religion within the cultural complexity of the
modern world. The writing of each of the volume's contributors relates
to the work of leading historian of religion Charles H. Long, who has
identified religious meanings in the contacts and exchanges of the
colonial and postcolonial periods. Together with Long, these scholars
explore religious practices in a variety of globalized contexts; chapters
consider such varied subjects as the rituals of Afric
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This book sets out to shed light on what is specific to American
Transcendentalism by comparing it with the atheistic vision of German
philosophers and theologians like Ludwig Feuerbach and Arthur
Schopenhauer. The study argues that atheism was part of the



discursive and religious context from which Transcendentalism
emerged. Tendencies toward atheism were already inherent in
Transcendentalist thought. The atheist scenario came to the surface in
the controversy about Emerson’s “new views.” Contemporary critics
charged that the deity Emerson worshipped was himself. Emersonian
Transcendentalism thus anticipated some of the central concerns in the
works of German atheists like Feuerbach. From idealism to atheism
seemed but a short step.



