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W. E. B. Du Bois was the pre-eminent African American intellectual of
the twentieth century.  As a pioneering historian, sociologist and civil
rights activist, and as a novelist and autobiographer, he made the
problem of race central to an understanding of the United States within
both national and transnational contexts; his masterwork The Souls of
Black Folk (1903) is today among the most widely read and most often
quoted works of American literature. This Companion presents ten
specially commissioned essays by an international team of scholars
which explore key aspects of Du Bois's work. The book offers students
a critical introduction to Du Bois, as well as opening new pathways into
the further study of his remarkable career. It will be of interest to all
those working in African American studies, American literature, and
American studies generally.
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One of America's preeminent systematic theologians, John B. Cobb Jr.
examines a range of social issues in his latest groundbreaking work,
Postmodernism and Public Policy. Cobb uses a naturalistic postmodern
perspective to make constructive proposals about a wide range of
topics in the public eye.Postmodernism and Public Policy shows how a
postmodern Christianity can contribute positively to thinking about
religious and cultural pluralism, and how this can give direction to the
educational enterprise. It proposes ways of understanding sex, gender,
and race that take diversity seriously without lapsing into a debilitating
relativism that inhibits political action. Arguing for a shift from
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individualism to thinking of persons-in-community, it proposes that
the world be organized from the bottom up in communities of
communities, and spells out what this implies for the political and
economic orders and the relationship between them. Cobb shows that
formulations on all these topics can be coherently interconnected and
he develops the implications of such thinking for some specific ethical
and political issues that now trouble the United States, such as
abortion, physician-assisted suicide, and homosexuality.


