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In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, objects, texts and people
travelled around the world on board Dutch ships. The essays in this
book explore how these circulations transformed knowledge in Asian
and European societies. They concentrate on epistemic consequences
in the fields of historiography, geography, natural history, religion and
philosophy, as well as in everyday life. Emphasizing transformations,
the volume reconstructs small semantic shifts of knowledge and
tentative adjustments to new cultural contexts. It unfolds the often
conflict-ridden, complex and largely global history of specific pieces of
knowledge as well as of generally-shared contemporary
understandings regarding what could or could not be considered true.
The book contributes to current debates about how to conceptualize
the unsettled epistemologies of the early modern world.
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Introduction : there are no queers here -- Unexpected activists :
homemakers club and gay teens at the local library -- School fight! :
local struggles over national advocacy strategies -- From Wal-Mart to
websites : out in public -- Online profiles : remediating the coming-out
story -- To be real : transidentification on the discovery channel --
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Winner of the 2009 Ruth Benedict Prize for Outstanding Monograph
from the Society of Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists Winner of the
2010 Distinguished Book Award from the American Sociological
Association, Sociology of Sexualities Section Winner of the 2010
Congress Inaugural Qualitative Inquiry Book Award Honorable Mention
From Wal-Mart drag parties to renegade Homemaker's Clubs, Out in
the Country offers an unprecedented contemporary account of the lives
of today's rural queer youth. Mary L. Gray maps out the experiences of
young people living in small towns across rural Kentucky and along its
desolate Appalachian borders, providing a fascinating and often
surprising look at the contours of gay life beyond the big city. Gray
illustrates that, against a backdrop of an increasingly impoverished and
privatized rural America, LGBT youth and their allies visibly--and often
vibrantly--work the boundaries of the public spaces available to them,
whether in the high schools, publc libraries, town hall meetings,
churches, or through websites.
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