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In the critical literature on Georg Blichner this monograph represents
the first organic work devoted to the subject of the body - a pivotal
issue for an understanding of his writings. The book investigates the
significance assumed by the human body in three spheres of analysis:
the political, the erotic and the scientific-philosophical. In the latter
area the analysis hinges on the relations between Blichner's work and
the writings of the three principal French materialist philosophers of
the eighteenth century: La Mettrie, d'Holbach and Helvétius. The
appraisal of this relation illustrates not only Buchner's appropriation of
the legacy of ideas of French materialism, but also moments in which
he satirises, sarcastically criticises or outrightly rejects certain central
aspects of this vision of man and nature. From this analysis and the
study of the political significance of the body and the erotic aspect, it
emerges that the body, understood as Leib - human body, lived and
living, the hub of subjective perception and experience - not only has a
crucial function in the figurative layout of the literary works, but is also
the focal point of Biichner's view of man, thus assuming a central
importance both in the three areas examined and in the more strictly
aesthetic sphere. This book won the Sigismondo Malatesta Association
Award "Critical Opera" - Literature, Theater and Performing Arts - 2009
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