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In a quarter of a century, the space of one generation, Erasmus, the
best known of all European programmes, has transformed the
experience of studying in Europe. It has shown what the European
Union can achieve with a clear vision, enthusiasm and a willingness to
cooperate. Erasmus has changed the lives of almost three million young
people and opened the minds of the first genuinely European
generation. This brochure illustrates how the programme has
contributed to the original European vision of bringing together nations
by putting people first in the building of a united Europe. Time spent
abroad provides opportunities for gaining knowledge and skills and, for
the young people taking part, a chance to become more confident and
self-reliant. This experience gives them the edge in an increasingly
competitive labour market and continues to have a positive impact
throughout their careers. This can best be expressed in the words of
the Erasmus Ambassadors, whose experiences are set out in these
pages. [Ed.]



