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The European Union's population structure is changing and becoming
progressively older — at the beginning of 2010, there were 87 million
people aged 65 and over in the EU, more than 175% of the total
population. In response to demographic challenges being faced within
Europe, the European Union designated 2012 as the European Year for
Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations. The overall objective
of the European Year is to facilitate the creation of an active ageing
culture in Europe based on a society for all ages. As Europeans live
longer and healthier lives, governments are looking for ways to involve
older persons more in society and to keep them active. Eurostat is
marking the European Year by publishing this book which contains
statistics on topics such as demography, healthcare, pensions,
volunteering and adult learning. [Ed.]



