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As a young priest, Luigi Giussani was troubled by Catholicism's inability
to effectively deal with secularism or laicism. In 1954 he began to
develop a vision of faith rooted in experience. His ideas resonated with
students and led to the birth of the Gioventù Studentesca (Student
Youth) movement. Known today as Communion and Liberation, the
movement is flourishing in Italy and around the world, including
Canada, the United States, Brazil, Uganda, and Britain. The Journey to
Truth Is an Experience is the first English translation of Il Cammino al
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vero è un'esperienza, Giussani's early works on the Christian
experience, written from 1959-64. It begins with a guide on how to live
the Christian life within the Student Youth community, followed by a
call to base one's relationship with Christ on the example set by the
apostles and other figures in the New Testament. Giussani concludes
by outlining the movement's mission and the possibility for community,
charity, and communion in the Christian life.
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Deng Xiaoping joined the Chinese Communist movement as a youth
and rose in its ranks to become an important lieutenant of Mao's from
the 1930s onward. Two years after Mao's death in 1976, Deng became
the de facto leader of the Chinese Communist Party and the prime
architect of China's post-Mao reforms. Abandoning the Maoist socio-
economic policies he had long fervently supported, he set in motion
changes that would dramatically transform China's economy, society,
and position in the world. Three decades later, we are living with the
results. China has become the second largest economy and the


