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Water is not only an interesting object to be studied on its own, it also

IS an important component driving almost all ecological processes
occurring in our landscapes. Plant growth depends on soil water



content, as well is nutrient turnover by microbes. Water shapes the
environment by erosion and sedimentation. Species occur or are lost
depending on hydrological conditions, and many infectious diseases
are water-borne. Modeling the complex interactions of water and
ecosystem processes requires the prediction of hydrological fluxes and
stages on the one side and the coupling of the ecosystem process
model on the other. While much effort has been given to the
development of the hydrological model theory in recent decades, we
have just begun to explore the difficulties that occur when coupled
model applications are being set up.
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In Governance in the Twenty-first Century Canadian and international
experts recognize both the difficulty of making predictions and the

need to consider the future in order to prepare the public sector for

new challenges. The authors' predictions and recommendations are
anchored in a thorough understanding of contemporary public
administration. They point out that not only have previous reforms

made yet more change necessary and inevitable but that the purpose of
these reforms is to attempt to return government to the position of
respect and competence it enjoyed in the past. Contributors include
Peter Aucoin (Dalhousie), Jonathan Boston (University of Wellington,
New Zealand), Jacques Bourgault (Ecole nationale d'administration
publiqgue Montréal), David R. Cameron (Toronto), Ralph Heintzman
(Treasury Board Canada), Christopher Hood (London School of
Economics and Political Science), Patricia W. Ingraham (The Maxwell
School, Syracuse University), Donald P. Moynihan (The Maxwell School,
Syracuse University), Jon Pierre (Goteborg University), B. Guy Peters,
Christopher Pollitt (Erasmus University, The Netherlands), Donald J.
Savoie, Richard Simeon (Toronto), Ignace Th.M. Snellen (Erasmus
University, The Netherlands), and Vincent Wright (Oxford, England).
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A Political Economy of the Middle East is the most comprehensive
analysis of developments in the political economy of the region over
the past several decades, examining the interaction of economic
development processes, state systems and policies, and social actors in
the Middle East. The fourth edition, with new authors Melani Cammett
and Ishac Diwan, has been thoroughly revised, with two new
introductory chapters that provide an updated framework with which to
understand and study the many changes in demography, education,
labor markets, urbanization, water and agriculture, and international
labor migration in the recent years. The new edition also includes: a
new chapter that charts the political economy of the Gulf states and, in
particular, the phenomenal growth of oil economies; a new chapter on
the rise of "crony capitalism;" and increased coverage of the changes in
civil society and social movements in the region, including an



exploration of the causes, dynamics, consequences, and aftermath of
the Arab uprisings.



