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For nearly three decades, scholars and policymakers have placed
considerable stock in judicial reform as a panacea for the political and
economic turmoil plaguing developing countries. Courts are charged
with spurring economic development, safeguarding human rights, and
even facilitating transitions to democracy. How realistic are these
expectations, and in what political contexts can judicial reforms deliver
their expected benefits? This book addresses these issues through an
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examination of the politics of the Egyptian Supreme Constitutional
Court, the most important experiment in constitutionalism in the Arab
world. The Egyptian regime established a surprisingly independent
constitutional court to address a series of economic and administrative
pathologies that lie at the heart of authoritarian political systems.
Although the Court helped the regime to institutionalize state functions
and attract investment, it simultaneously opened new avenues through
which rights advocates and opposition parties could challenge the
regime. The book challenges conventional wisdom and provides
insights into perennial questions concerning the barriers to
institutional development, economic growth, and democracy in the
developing world.
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Sommario/riassunto In December 2011, the Australian world traveller, ex-member of the
Australian Regular Army and university teacher Warren Richard Rodwell
was kidnapped for ransom in the Mindanao region of the southern
Philippines by a group of criminals claiming to be members of the
notorious terrorist/insurgent organisation the Abu Sayyaf Group. This
particular group had loose ties with other insurgent groups that were
indulging in similar criminal activity in the greater Sulu Archipelago
area including the ...
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In Taking Root, Latin American women of Jewish descent, from Mexico
to Uruguay, recall their coming of age with Sabbath candles and
Hebrew prayers, Ladino songs and merengue music, Queen Esther and
the Virgin of Guadalupe. Rich and poor, Sephardi and Ashkenazi, Jewish
immigrant families searched for a new home and identity in
predominantly Catholic societies. The essays included here examine the
religious, economic, social, and political choices these families have
made and continue to make as they forge Jewish identities in the New
World.  Marjorie Agosin has gathered narr


