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Davin Allen Grindstaff, through a series of close textual analyses
examining public discourse, uncovers the rhetorical modes of
persuasion surrounding the construction of gay male sexual identity. In
Part One, Grindstaff establishes his notion of the "“rhetorical secret™
central to constructions of gay male identity: the practice of sexual
identity as a secret, its promise of a coherent sexual self, and the
perpetuation of secrecy as a product and strategy of heteronormative
discourse. Grindstaff continues in Part Two to examine major issues
related to contemporary



