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In an effort to provide greater awareness of the necessary policy
decisions facing our elected and appointed officials, Energy Policy in
the U.S.: Politics, Challenges, and Prospects for Change presents an
overview of important energy policies and the policy process in the
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United States, including their history, goals, methods of action, and
consequences. In the first half of the book, the authors frame the
energy policy issue by reviewing U.S. energy policy history, identifying
the policy-making players, and illuminating the costs, benefits, and
economic and political realities of currently competing policy
alternatives. The book examines the stakeholders and their attempts to
influence energy policy and addresses the role of supply and demand
on the national commitment to energy conservation and the
development of alternative energy sources. The latter half of the book
delves into specific energy policy strategies, including economic and
regulatory options, and factors that influence energy policies, such as
the importance of international cooperation. Renewed interest in
various renewable and nontraditional energy resources—for example,
hydrogen, nuclear fusion, biomass, and tide motion—is examined, and
policy agendas are explored in view of scientific, economic, regulatory,
production, and environmental constraints. This book provides
excellent insight into the complex task of creating a comprehensive
energy policy and its importance in the continued availability of energy
to power our way of life and economy while protecting our environment
and national security.
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Introduces the centuries-old history of Muslim communities in Eastern
EuropeThe history and contemporary situation of Muslim communities
in Eastern Europe are explored here from three angles. First, survival,
telling of the resilience of these Muslim communities in the face of
often restrictive state policies and hostile social environments,
especially during the Communist period. Next, their subsequent revival
in the aftermath of the Cold War, and last, transformation, looking at
the profound changes currently taking place in the demographic
composition of the communities and in the forms of Islam practised by
them. The reader is shown a picture of the general trends common to
the Muslim communities of Eastern Europe, and the special
characteristics of clusters of states, such as the Baltics, the Balkans, the
Višegrad states, and the European states of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS).Key FeaturesPlaces Muslim communities of
Eastern Europe within their historical and pan-European context,
establishing them as belonging in and to EuropeProvides an overview of
the history and current trends in Muslim communities in 21 post-
Communist Eastern European countriesAnalyses the situation of Muslim
communities in Eastern Europe on a country-cluster basis (North-
Eastern Europe: Russia, Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Belarus,
Moldova; the successor states of Yugoslavia: Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Montenegro, Serbia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Slovenia, Croatia; South-
Eastern Europe: Albania, Bulgaria, Romania; Central Europe: Poland,
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia)Provides an overview of the
emerging trends in conversion to Islam among Eastern Europeans
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This book presents a new meta-heuristic algorithm, inspired by the
self-defense mechanisms of plants in nature. Numerous published
works have demonstrated the various self-defense mechanisms
(survival strategies) plants use to protect themselves against predatory
organisms, such as herbivorous insects. The proposed algorithm is
based on the predator–prey mathematical model originally proposed by
Lotka and Volterra, consisting of two nonlinear first-order differential
equations, which allow the growth of two interacting populations (prey
and predator) to be modeled. The proposed meta-heuristic is able to
produce excellent results in several sets of benchmark optimization
problems. Further, fuzzy logic is used for dynamic parameter
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adaptation in the algorithm.


