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Half-Brain Fables and Figs in Paradise starts the trilogy on the lateral
plane and explores the tendency of each hemisphere to specialize but
also to complement or supplement the other hemisphere. Brain and
sign processing is thus shown to involve bimodal weavings or reticles
of right-hemispheric similarities and left-hemispheric differences.
Chevalier goes on to illustrate how whole-brain connectivity generates
the crisscrossings of oppositions and metaphors in language, using
symbolically rich material ranging from Western naming practices to
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expressions of ethnobotany in the bible (figs in Genesis), poetry
(Longfellow's Evangeline), and native Mexican mythology. Three major
philosophical implications follow from Chevalier's "theoreticle"
perspective on the weavings of signs and synapse. First, the integrative
concept of "nervous sign processing" should be substituted for models
of the brain and the intellect that separate biology from mental and
cultural activity. The subject matter of "semiosis" is both physical and
communicational. Second, sign reticles are orderly and chaotic at the
same time. They are subject to patterns of convergence but also to
lines of divergence that defy simple modeling, whether analytical or
dialectical. Third, sign events are governed by the principle of
conferencing, not referencing. They do not refer to things or thoughts
signified through representational means. Rather they confer meaning
through "signaptic" conversations, reticles of fine lines evolving in
language and in neural cells alike.


