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"An exploration of the roles that pro- and anti-government militias,
private armed groups, vigilantes, and gangs play in local communities
in the new democracies of Southeast Asia. Scholars have typically
characterized irregular forces as spoilers and infiltrators in post-
conflict peacebuilding processes. The contributors to this book
challenge this conventional understanding of irregular forces in
Southeast Asia, demonstrating that they often attract solid support
from civilians and can be major contributors to the building of local
security - a process by which local residents, in the absence of an
effective police force, develop, partner or are at least included in the
management of community crimes and other violence. They analyze
irregular forces' dealings with political actors at the community level,
explaining why and how forces are incorporated in and collaborate with
legitimate institutions without using violence against them. Offering a
new approach to dealing with irregular forces in Southeast Asia,
contributors explore new theoretical frameworks that are better suited
for evaluating irregular forces' relationship to different security
providers and the political environments in the region. Specifically, they
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examine case studies from Indonesia, Timor-Leste, the Philippines, and
Thailand. A valuable resource for researchers, students and
practitioners in the areas of conflict resolution, peacebuilding, and
security governance, especially those with a focus on Southeast Asia.
This book will also be of great interest to scholars of the sociology and
anthropology of the region"-- Provided by publisher.
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"The Cooperative Biological Engagement Program (CBEP) is the
biological threat component of the Cooperative Threat Reduction
program. It grew out of efforts to address risks associated with legacy
biological agents, related materials, and technical expertise developed



as part of the biological weapon program in the former Soviet Union.
CBEP now partners with about 20 countries in different regions around
the world and works with them to address diverse threats to
international security, including terrorist organizations seeking to
acquire pathogens of security concern; human, animal, and agricultural
facilities operating with inadequate safety and security safeguards; and
the spread of diseases with potential security or economic
consequences. As the program has evolved since its inception two
decades ago, so too have its content and approaches to performance
measurement. The objective of the research reported here was to build
on existing work to develop a comprehensive evaluation framework and
recommend metrics for assessing and communicating progress toward
CBEP's goals. The report ultimately recommends a number of
qualitative and quantitative indicators of CBEP performance, some that
can be implemented immediately, some to be implemented later"--



