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"Written for those who design, redesign, and assess writing programs,
Very Like a Whale is an intensive discussion of writing program
assessment issues. Taking its title from Hamlet, the book explores the
multifaceted forces that shape writing programs and the central role
these programs can and should play in defining college education.
Given the new era of assessment in higher education, writing programs
must provide valid evidence that they are serving students, instructors,
administrators, alumni, accreditors, and policymakers. This book
introduces new conceptualizations associated with assessment, making
them clear and available to those in the profession of rhetoric and
composition/writing studies. It also offers strategies that aid in
gathering information about the relative success of a writing program
in achieving its identified goals.  Philosophically and historically aligned
with quantitative approaches, White, Elliot, and Peckham use case study
and best-practice scholarship to demonstrate the applicability of their
innovative approach, termed Design for Assessment (DFA). Well
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grounded in assessment theory, Very Like a Whale will be of practical
use to new and seasoned writing program administrators alike, as well
as to any educator involved with the accreditation process"--
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labor as dark value in global commodity chains / Donald A. Clelland --
In chains at the bottom of the pyramid : informal economy, gender and
sweated labor in global apparel production / Robert J. S. Ross --
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threats to households and women / Kathleen Pickering Sherman and
Andrea Akers -- Commodity chained fishing households : peasant
subsidization of exports in a Philippine seafood extractive enclave /
Maria Cecilia Ferolin -- Global care chains : bringing in transnational
reproductive laborer households / Nicola Yeates -- The international
division of reproductive labor and sex trafficking commodity chains /
Nadia Shapkina -- Decomposition of industrial commodity chains,
household semiproletarianization and arenas for resistance at the
center / Dave Broad -- Bringing resistance to the conceptual center :
threats to social reproduction and feminist activism in Nicaraguan
commodity chains / Marina Prieto-Carron.
Gendered Commodity Chains is the first book to consider the
fundamental role of gender in global commodity chains. It challenges
long-held assumptions of global economic systems by identifying the
crucial role social reproduction plays in production and by declaring the
household as an important site of production. In affirming the
importance of women's work in global production, this cutting-edge
volume fills an important gender gap in the field of global commodity
and value chain analysis. With thirteen chapters by an international
group of scholars from sociology, anthropology, economics, women's
studies, and geography, this volume begins with an eye-opening
feminist critique of existing commodity chain literature. Throughout its
remaining five parts, Gendered Commodity Chains addresses ways
women's work can be integrated into commodity chain research, the
forms women's labor takes, threats to social reproduction, the impact
of indigenous and peasant households on commodity chains, the
rapidly expanding arenas of global carework and sex trafficking, and
finally, opportunities for worker resistance. This broadly
interdisciplinary volume provides conceptual and methodological
guides for academics, graduate students, researchers, and activists
interested in the gendered nature of commodity chains.


