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Editors: David Evered (organizer) and Maeve O'Connor.

Based on the Symposium on Silicon Biochemistry, held at the Ciba
Foundation, London, 17-19 September 1985.
"A Wiley-Interscience publication."

Includes bibliographical references and indexes.

Silicon biochemistry; Contents; Participants; General introduction;
Sources and speciation of aluminium and silicon in natuial waters;
Introduction to silicon chemistry and biochemistry; Structural aspects
of biogenic silica; Silicification by diatoms; Silica in higher plants;
General discussion; A primer on organosilicon chemistry; Silicon as an
essential trace element in animal nutrition; Biological implications of
the interaction (via silanol groups) of silicon with.metal ions;
Aluminosilicates and the ageing brain: implications for the
pathogenesis of Alzheimer's disease
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Sommario/riassunto

Index of contributors; Subject index

Silicon is the second most abundant element in the Earth's crust, and is
found in water, plants and organisms. The contributors decribe how
silica gets into and out of organisms and discuss how essential or
harmful silicon or silicon-based compounds are in higher animals.



