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Does an increase in lending by multinational development banks affect
the private lending activity in developing countries? This paper shows
that this is indeed the case using data on loans and investments by the
EIB in combination with data on syndicated loans. We find that a
pronounced increase in EIB operations is followed by a surge in the
number and volumes of syndicate loans in countries outside the
European Union. Our results suggest that multinational banks can
incentivise private sector lending by playing an important role in
signalling to private markets that borrowers in emerging and
developing countries are safe.
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Identification and development of cancer biomarkers and targets have
greatly accelerated progress towards precision medicine in oncology.
Studies of tumor biology have not only provided insights into the
mechanisms underlying carcinogenesis, but also led to discovery of
molecules that have been developed into cancer biomarkers and
targets. Multi-platforms for molecular characterization of tumors using
next-generation genomic sequencing, immunohistochemistry, in situ



hybridization, and blood-based biopsies have greatly expanded the
portfolio of potential biomarkers and targets. These cancer biomarkers
have been developed for diagnosis, early detection, prognosis, and
prediction of treatment response. The molecular targets have been
exploited for anti-cancer therapy and delivery of therapeutic agents.
This Special Issue of Biomedicines focuses on recent advances in the
discovery, characterization, translation, and clinical application of
cancer biomarkers and targets in malignant diseases of the digestive
system. The goal is to stimulate basic and translational research and
clinical collaboration in this exciting field with the hope of developing
strategies for prevention and early detection/diagnosis of cancer in
digestive organs, and improving therapeutic and psychosocial
outcomes in patients with these malignant diseases.



