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Composing Lives in Transition: A Narrative Inquiry into the Experiences
of Early School Leavers is structured around ten narrative accounts,
each one offering glimpses into the lives of early school leavers from
different backgrounds. Framed by the puzzling question of why
someone would want to leave school early, the authors worked
alongside youths from culturally and socially diverse backgrounds in
order to understand their experiences and motivations in more depth.
In doing so, however, the research team learnt that the stories are also
as much about how early school leaving shaped their li
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In early Medieval Western Europe intellectuals were used to indicate the
external location of Slavic countries, as though outside civilization, with
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the term ‘the North’. The problem did not only concern nomenclature.
The stereotype associated with ‘the North’ pointed at the obvious cold
weather, but also the primeval nature of the land and people. This
study shows the detailed image of Poland created by German authors in
the earliest period of existence of the Piast state (963-1034). An
important aim of this work was also to identify the wider context of
written opinions. Another purpose was to gather information
illustrating actions taken by the Polish rulers aimed at creating an
image of themselves as civilized men and true Christians.


