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"Larvatus prodeo," announced René Descartes at the beginning of the
seventeenth century: "I come forward, masked." Deliberately disguising
or silencing their most intimate thoughts and emotions, many early
modern Europeans besides Descartes-princes, courtiers, aristocrats
and commoners alike-chose to practice the shadowy art of
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dissimulation. For men and women who could not risk revealing their
inner lives to those around them, this art of incommunicativity was
crucial, both personally and politically. Many writers and intellectuals
sought to explain, expose, justify, or condemn the emergence of this
new culture of secrecy, and from Naples to the Netherlands controversy
swirled for two centuries around the powers and limits of
dissimulation, whether in affairs of state or affairs of the heart. This
beautifully written work crisscrosses Europe, with a special focus on
Italy, to explore attitudes toward the art of dissimulation in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Discussing many canonical and
lesser-known works, Jon R. Snyder examines the treatment of
dissimulation in early modern treatises and writings on the court,
civility, moral philosophy, political theory, and in the visual arts.
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For thirty years, Hezbollah has played a pivotal role in Lebanese and
global politics. That visibility has invited Hezbollah's lionization and
vilification by outside observers, and at the same time has prevented a
clear-eyed view of Hezbollah's place in the history of the Middle East
and its future course of action. Dominique Avon and Anaïs-Trissa
Khatchadourian provide here a nonpartisan account which offers
insights into Hezbollah that Western media have missed or
misunderstood. Now part of the Lebanese government, Hezbollah
nevertheless remains in tension with both the transnational Shiite
community and a religiously diverse Lebanon. Calling for an Islamic
regime would risk losing critical allies at home, but at the same time
Hezbollah's leaders cannot say that a liberal regime is the solution for
the future. Consequently, they use the ambiguous expression "civil but
believer state." What happens when an organization founded as a voice
of "revolution" and then "resistance" occupies a position of power, yet
witnesses the collapse of its close ally, Syria? How will Hezbollah's voice
evolve as the party struggles to reconcile its regional obligations with
its religious beliefs? The authors' analyses of these key questions-
buttressed by their clear English translations of foundational
documents, including Hezbollah's open letter of 1985 and its 2009
charter, and an in-depth glossary of key theological and political terms
used by the party's leaders-make Hezbollah an invaluable resource for
all readers interested in the future of this volatile force.


