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Chinese immigrants who settle in Russia's Far East without formal
instruction in the Russian language communicate with local Russians
using Russian vocabulary. Each immigrant forms their language to
communicate with Russians, not with family or other immigrants. The
'single-generation languages' that immigrants form are not replications
or simplifications of Chinese or Russian. Grammatical systems formed
by these speakers challenge some fundamental assumptions in early
21st-century linguistic theories. Grammatical systems of single-
generation languages provide a unique window into how complex
grammatical systems emerge, what are the first formal means of
expression, and what are the first meanings expressed in grammatical
systems. Given massive migrations in the contemporary world, single-
generation languages are common, yet understudied, products of
language contact.
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"In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Canada witnessed an explosion in
the production of literary works by Aboriginal writers, a development
that some critics have called the Native Renaissance. Before the Country
explores the extent to which this body of literature exposed the

fallacies of one specific story, or non-Native national myth, that had
been developed at an early date in Canada." "In the context of Northrop
Frye's theories of myth, and in light of the attempts of social critics and
early anthologists to define Canada and Canadian literature, Stephanie
McKenzie suggests ways in which stories react to one another. She
examines anew the aesthetics of Native literature and, in a style that is
as creative as it is scholarly, incorporates the principles of storytelling
into the unfolding of her argument. This strategy not only enlivens her
narrative, but also underscores the need for new theoretical strategies
in the criticism of Aboriginal literatures. Before the Country invites us

to engage in one such endeavour."--Jacket.



