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Outside of its war with the United States, Vietnam's past has often been
neglected and understudied. Whether as an aspiring subordinate or a
rebel province, Vietnam has been viewed by most historians in relation
to its larger neighbor to the north, China. Seeking to reshape these
accounts, Descending Dragon, Rising Tiger chronicles the vast sweep of
Vietnam's tumultuous history, from the Bronze Age to the present day,
in order to lay out the first English-language account of the full story of
the Vietnamese people.               Drawing on archeological evidence
that reveals the emergence of a


