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Introduction : a media crisis. Excessiveness ; The research ; The role of
the media : dramatisation of the Crisis -- Assets in Jeopardy. An
egalitarian, progressive and peaceful country : an independent utopia ;
The impact of the crisis abroad : a general dislike of Iceland ; A casualty
of the Global Crisis : the first domino to fall ; Communication problems
: an atmosphere of mistrust ; Ethics : in great disarray ; Free-thinking
artists : Bjork and Olafur Eliasson ; Humour : "ctrl-alt-del : welcome to
Iceland 2.0" -- Bankruptcy. Numerous warnings : a forseeable collapse
; Bankruptcy : Iceland became synonymous with Crisis ; Social and
economic incest : a closely-knit economy ; David Oddsson and the
Central Bank of Iceland : political intervention in economics ; Arrogance
: excessive confidence ; Iceland's very loyal friend : Richard Portes ; The
new Vikings : yesterday's heroes, today's villains ; Gender issues :
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women : the antidote to the Crisis -- The rest of the world. Scandinavia
: our Nordic friends ; Russia : our new friend ; The conflict with the
United Kingdom : one of us, not one of them ; Europe : seeking
protective shelter ; A very small country : big is not always beautiful --
Conclusion : the humiliated country. Violence : Icelanders' anger ;
Returning to traditions : fishing, morality and anti-consumerism ;
Irresponsibility : who should pay the price? ; Humiliation : the wounded
tiger.
A portrait of Iceland through the eyes of the international media before
and after their total economic collapse.
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This book focuses on quantitative approximation results for weak limit
theorems when the target limiting law is infinitely divisible with finite
first moment. Two methods are presented and developed to obtain
such quantitative results. At the root of these methods stands a Stein
characterizing identity discussed in the third chapter and obtained
thanks to a covariance representation of infinitely divisible
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distributions. The first method is based on characteristic functions and
Stein type identities when the involved sequence of random variables is
itself infinitely divisible with finite first moment. In particular, based on
this technique, quantitative versions of compound Poisson
approximation of infinitely divisible distributions are presented. The
second method is a general Stein's method approach for univariate
selfdecomposable laws with finite first moment. Chapter 6 is concerned
with applications and provides general upper bounds to quantify the
rate of convergence in classical weak limit theorems for sums of
independent random variables. This book is aimed at graduate
students and researchers working in probability theory and
mathematical statistics.


