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Postulated word-formation rules often exclude formations that can
nevertheless be found in actual usage. This book presents an in-depth
investigation of a highly heterogeneous word-formation pattern in
English: the formation of nouns by suffixation with -ee. Rather than
relying on a single semantic or syntactic framework for analysis, the
study combines diachronic, cognitive and language-contact
perspectives in order to explain the diversity in the formation and
establishment of -ee words. It also seeks to challenge previous
measurements of productivity and proposes a new way to investigate
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the relationship between actual and possible words. By making use of
the largest and most up-to-date electronic corpus - the World Wide
Web - as a data source, this research adds substantially to the number
of attested -ee words. It furthermore analyses this word-formation
pattern in different varieties of English (British vs. American English;
Australian English). Due to the multiplicity of approaches and analyses
it offers, the study is suitable for courses in English word-formation,
lexicology, corpus linguistics and historical linguistics.
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The field of urban environmental history is a relatively new one, yet it is
rapidly moving to the forefront of scholarly research and is the focus of
much interdisciplinary work. Given the environmental problems facing
the modern world it is perhaps unsurprising that historians,
geographers, political, natural and social scientists should increasingly
look at the environmental problems faced by previous generations, and
how they were regarded and responded to. This volume reflects this
growing concern, and reflects many of the key concerns and issues that
are essential to our understanding of the problems faced by cities in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Addressing a variety of
environmental issues, such as clean water supply, the
provision/retention of green space, and noise pollution, that faced
European and North American cities the essays in this volume highlight
the common responses as well as the differences that characterised the
reactions to these trans-national concerns.


