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The internal heat of the planet Earth represents an inexhaustible
reservoir of thermal energy. This form of energy, known as geothermal
energy has been utilized throughout human history in the form of hot
water from hot springs. Modern utilization of geothermal energy
includes direct use of the heat and its conversion to other forms of
energy, mainly electricity. Geothermal energy is a form of renewable
energy and its use is associated with very little or no CO2-emissions
and its importance as an energy source has greatly increased as the
effects of climate change become more prominent. Because of its
inexhaustibility it is obvious that utilization of geothermal energy will
become a cornerstone of future energy supplies. The exploration of
geothermal resources has become an important topic of study as
geology and earth science students prepare to meet the demands of a
rapidly growing industry, which involves an increasing number
professionals and public institutions participating in geothermal energy
related projects. This book meets the demands of both groups of
readers, students and professionals.



