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Social capital is often hailed as the solution to many of the problems
present in America today, but Neal's work indicates that this belief may
be misplaced. The literature suggests that the levels of social capital in
a community affect the way members of the community interact with
one another and may also impact the level of crime. To examine this
connection, Neal examines levels crime in U.S. cities over several years
along with the levels of social capital. She finds that there is strong
evidence of a correlation between social capital and crime; however it
appears that a decrease in
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