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Introduction: The pursuit of livelihood and the production of language
-- Inventing the hunter state : Iroquois livelihood in Jeffersonian
America -- Narratives of decline and disappearance : the changing
presence of American Indians in early Natchez -- The discourse over
poverty : Indian treaty rights and welfare policy -- Perceptions of
authenticity and passivity : Indian basket making in post-Civil War
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Representations of Indian economic life have played an integral role in
discourses about poverty, social policy, and cultural difference but have
received surprisingly little attention. Daniel Usner dismantles
ideological characterizations of Indian livelihood to reveal the intricacy
of economic adaptations in American Indian history.



