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To some, marijuana is an insidious 'stepping-stone' drug, enticing the
inexperienced and paving the way to the inevitable abuse of harder
drugs. To others, medical marijuana is an organic means of easing the
discomfort or stimulating the appetite of the gravely ill. Others still
view marijuana, like alcohol, as a largely harmless indulgence,
dangerous only when used immoderately. All sides of the debate have
appropriated the scientific evidence on marijuana to satisfy their
claims. What then are we to make of these conflicting portrayals of a
drug with historical origins dating back to 8,000 B
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