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Crop wild relatives (CWR) are plant species which are more or less
closely related to crops. They are a vital resource by providing a pool of
genetic variation that can be used in breeding new and better adapted
varieties of crops that are resistant to stress, disease, drought and

other factors. They will be increasingly important in allowing crops to
adapt to the impacts of climate, thus safeguarding future agricultural
production. Until recently, the main conservation strategy adopted for
CWR has been ex situ - through the maintenance of samples as seed or
vegetative material in various kind



