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Established in 1992, the Klement Lecture brings to campus
distinguished scholars in American history. Originally devoted to the
history of the sectional conflict, the series now includes all fields of
American history. Frank L. Klement, who died in 1994 at the age of 86,
received his Ph.D. in History from the University of Wisconsin in 1946.
He taught briefly at Lake Forest College and at Eau Claire State
Teachers College before joining the history department at Marquette
University in 1948. Before his retirement twenty-seven years later with
the rank of Professor Emeritus, Frank served as dep
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The Tokugawa Shogunate, which governed Japan for two and a half
centuries until the mid-1860s, classed people into hierarchically
ranked status groups (mibun). The early Tokugawa rulers legally
established these status groups through the late-sixteenth and early-
seventeenth centuries, adapting and clarifying existing customary
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divisions between warriors, peasants, artisans, and merchants.
Subsequently, during the two and a half centuries of Tokugawa rule,
status laws backed by coercive force worked to limit social mobility
between groups and regulate relations between people of dif
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A revision of the author's thesis, Princeton University, 1976.
Includes index.
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