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Analogies play a fundamental role in science. To understand how and
why, at a given moment, a certain analogy was used, one has to know
the specific, historical circumstances under which the new idea was
developed. This historical background is never presented in scientific
articles and quite rarely in books. For the general reader, the
undergraduate or graduate student who learns the subject for the first
time, but also for the practitioner who looks for inspiration or who
wants to understand what his colleague working in another field does,
these historical circumstances can be fascinating a


