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Focusing on Tudor and Jacobean women's religious literary activities,
this volume explores the complex ways in which texts, authors and
patrons responded to key religious, political, social and literary
developments. The collection highlights the vitality of neglected genres
such as prayers, meditations and translations, and it stresses the
importance of women's engagement with both Catholic and Reformed
religion during the period.
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"Through close analysis of noncanonical Victorian-era literature by
Thomas Hardy, Wilkie Collins, Charles Reade, Constance Naden, and
Marianne North, Murphy reveals how women were often marginalized,
constricted, and defined as intellectually inferior as a result of the
interplay of sociohistorical trends driven by scientific curiosity and the
'Woman Question'"--Provided by publisher.
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