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The 250th anniversary of the founding of Rutgers University is a perfect
moment for the Rutgers community to reconcile its past, and
acknowledge its role in the enslavement and debasement of African
Americans and the disfranchisement and elimination of Native
American people and culture. Scarlet and Black, Volume Three,
concludes this groundbreaking documentation of the history of
Rutgers’s connection to slavery, which was neither casual nor
accidental—nor unusual. Like most early American colleges, Rutgers
depended on slaves to build its campuses and serve its students and
faculty; it depended on the sale of black people to fund its very
existence. This final of three volumes concludes the work of the
Committee on Enslaved and Disenfranchised Population in Rutgers
History. This latest volume includes essays about Black and Puerto
Rican students' experiences; the development of the Black Unity
League; the Conklin Hall takeover; the divestment movement against
South African apartheid; anti-racism struggles during the 1990s; and
the Don Imus controversy and the 2007 Scarlet Knights women's
basketball team. To learn more about the work of the Committee on
Enslaved and Disenfranchised Population in Rutgers History, visit the
project's website at http://scarletandblack.rutgers.edu.
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