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Sommario/riassunto

pt. I. Free persons and freedom of action -- pt. II. Free citizens and the
state -- pt. III. Freedom and the limits of Europe.
Freedom, today perceived simply as a human right, was a continually
contested idea in the early modern period. In Freedom and the
Construction of Europe an international group of scholars explore the
richness, diversity and complexity of thinking about freedom in the
shaping of modernity. Volume 2 considers free persons and free states,
examining differing views about freedom of thought and action and
their relations to conceptions of citizenship. Debates about freedom
have been fundamental to the construction of modern Europe, but
represent a part of our intellectual heritage that is rarely examined in
depth. These volumes provide materials for thinking in fresh ways not
merely about the concept of freedom, but how it has come to be
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understood in our own time.
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Introduction -- Part I. Weimar Berlin: 1. Risk, isolation and unstable
selfhood; 2. Flexibility, authenticity and consumption; 3. Reform,
scandal and extremism -- Part II. Nazi Berlin: 4. Redefining legitimate
individuality; 5. Jewish Berliners' ambiguous quest for agency; 6.
Heroism, withdrawal and privatist loyalty -- Part III. Post-War and Cold-
War Berlin: 7. Defeat, self-help and the dissociation from Nazism; 8.
Socialist ambitions and individualist expectations; 9. Anti-
totalitarianism, domesticity and ambivalent modernity -- Conclusion.
Moritz Follmer traces the history of individuality in Berlin from the late
1920s to the construction of the Berlin Wall in August 1961. The
demand to be recognised as an individual was central to metropolitan
society, as were the spectres of risk, isolation and loss of agency. This
was true under all five regimes of the period, through economic
depression, war, occupation and reconstruction. The quest for
individuality could put democracy under pressure, as in the Weimar
years, and could be satisfied by a dictatorship, as was the case in the
Third Reich. It was only in the course of the 1950s, when liberal
democracy was able to offer superior opportunities for consumerism,
that individuality finally claimed the mantle. Individuality and Modernity
in Berlin proposes a fresh perspective on twentieth-century Berlin that
will engage readers with an interest in the German metropolis as well
as European urban history more broadly.
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