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This book discusses the underlying mechanisms connecting the brain
and heart. The physiology of the brain is such that it is easily affected
by any altered physiology of other systems, which in turn may
compromise cerebral blood flow and oxygenation. Together, the brain
and heart control our body systems, allowing them to function
automatically. This interaction between the brain and other systems
makes it important for us to understand how any kind of injury to the
brain can produce complications in remote organs or systems, such as
the heart. The central nervous system is responsible for vegetative
function and is central to homeostasis. Further, central nervous system
responses are linked to the ongoing function of other organ systems e.
g. feeding, thermoregulation, reproduction and muscle activity. It is
therefore logical that neural control of the cardiovascular system must
also interact with the neural control of other organ systems. This book
explains in detail stressed cardiac conditions, discussing the
pathophysiology and proposed treatment, and also describing lesser-
known crosstalks between the acutely or chronically affected brain and
heart. .



