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This book explores the historical practice of 'cut and paste' as a
method of collecting and organizing information, focusing on its
cultural, artistic, and scientific significance around 1900. It examines
how the rise of mass media and the daily press influenced this practice,
transforming ephemeral news into enduring archives of knowledge.
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The work delves into specific examples, such as Rudolf Virchow's and
Franz Maria Feldhaus's collections, highlighting their impact on fields
like medicine, technology, and brain anatomy. It also traces the
evolution of note-taking and archival techniques from the 16th century
to their modern digital equivalents. The book combines historical
analysis with interviews to provide a comprehensive understanding of
how cutting and pasting shaped knowledge production and
dissemination. Intended for scholars, historians, and those interested
in archival practices, it underscores the interplay between media,
science, and the arts in shaping intellectual traditions.
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