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Today the name Socrates invokes a powerful idealization of wisdom
and nobility that would surprise many of his contemporaries, who
excoriated the philosopher for corrupting youth. The problem of who
Socrates "really" was—the true history of his activities and beliefs—has
long been thought insoluble, and most recent Socratic studies have
instead focused on reconstructing his legacy and tracing his ideas
through other philosophical traditions. But this scholarship has
neglected to examine closely a period of philosophy that has much to
reveal about what Socrates stood for and how he taught: the
Neoplatonic tradition of the first six centuries C.E., which at times
decried or denied his importance yet relied on his methods. In The
Neoplatonic Socrates, leading scholars in classics and philosophy
address this gap by examining Neoplatonic attitudes toward the
Socratic method, Socratic love, Socrates's divine mission and moral
example, and the much-debated issue of moral rectitude. Collectively,
they demonstrate the importance of Socrates for the majority of
Neoplatonists, a point that has often been questioned owing to the
comparative neglect of surviving commentaries on the Alcibiades,
Gorgias, Phaedo, and Phaedrus, in favor of dialogues dealing explicitly
with metaphysical issues. Supplemented with a contextualizing
introduction and a substantial appendix detailing where evidence for
Socrates can be found in the extant literature, The Neoplatonic Socrates
makes a clear case for the significant place Socrates held in the
education and philosophy of late antiquity. Contributors: Crystal Addey,
James M. Ambury, John F. Finamore, Michael Griffin, Marilynn Lawrence,
Danielle A. Layne, Christina-Panagiota Manolea, François Renaud, Geert
Roskam, Harold Tarrant.
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Sommario/riassunto Neglect is one of the most impressive neuropsychological disorder, for
both its theoretical and clinical relevance. Besides being very common
and disabling, it is highly informative for understanding normal
cognitive functioning. The hallmark of neglect is the failure to attend to
the contralesional hemispace. However, several studies have recently
highlighted that additional deficits, not attributable to a spatial bias,
are associated to the impaired contralesional hemispace processing.
Moreover, manifestations of neglect tend to be particularly
heterogeneous and often dissociate according to the spatial domain
being investigated (e.g., body space, space within reaching, space
beyond reaching, imaginal space). Heterogeneity in neglect patients
also means that dissociations across different tasks in a single patient
are more the rule than the exception. Evidence suggests that some of
these dissociations can be readily explained by taking into account the
amount of available attentional resources as a major determinant for
the presence and the severity of neglect. There is no doubt that neglect
patients provide a wealth of information about the functioning of
systems subserving attentional orienting and spatial processing.
Moreover, their performance also show that some non-spatial deficits
are tightly coupled with more classic contralesional spatial deficits. It
seems however still unclear to what extent these non-spatial deficits
are an intrinsic characteristic of neglect or whether they are to be
considered unspecific effects of the often massive brain lesions
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suffered by the patients. From the clinical point of view, neglect is a
disorder that dramatically affects patients and their caregivers, because
it severely limits the individuals' autonomy and motor recovery after
brain damage. For these reasons neglect is a disorder that is worth
rehabilitating. To be effective, neglect rehabilitation should be based
on the knowledge of what cognitive aspects are impaired and it should
be focused on improving daily-life performance. For these reasons, it is
also important to detect and quantify subtle forms of neglect.
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