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In the wake of modern genocide, we tend to think of violence against
minorities as a sign of intolerance, or, even worse, a prelude to
extermination. Violence in the Middle Ages, however, functioned
differently, according to David Nirenberg. In this provocative book, he
focuses on specific attacks against minorities in fourteenth-century
France and the Crown of Aragon (Aragon, Catalonia, and Valencia). He
argues that these attacks--ranging from massacres to verbal assaults
against Jews, Muslims, lepers, and prostitutes--were often perpetrated
not by irrational masses laboring under inherite
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