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"Popularizing National Pasts is the first truly cross-national and
comparative study of national histories, their representations, the
meanings given to them and their uses, which expands outside the
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project, as well as that of the longue duree it covers. Apart from essays
on Britain, France, Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands, the
collection includes studies of popular histories in Scandinavia, Eastern
and Southern Europe, notably Romania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Armenia,
Russia and the Ukraine, as well as considering the US and Argentina.
Cross-national comparison is also a central concern of the thirteen
case studies in the volume, which are, each, devoted to comparing
between two, or more, national historical cultures. Thus temporality--
both continuities and breaks--in popular notions of the past, its
interpretations and consumption, is examined in the long continuum.
The volume makes available to English readers, probably for the first
time, the cutting edge of Eastern European scholarship on popular
histories, nationalism and culture. "--
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The second E. C. Workshop on Ultrasonic Tissue Characterization was
organized for the assessment of research goals and plans as the basis
to a grant proposal for a "Concerted Action" which will be forwarded to
the European Commission. It should, therefore, not only be considered
as a work in progress exhibition which succeeded the former activities
within the E. C. (Inventory on Tissue Characterization in Europe and
first Workshop). The Steering Group invited a 1 imited group of
Institutes to send its group leader and a research fel low in the entitled
field, who should expose the overall research program, as wei 1 as the
more specific work on tissue characterization by RF signal analysis and
spectroscopy. The ultimate goal of the Workshop has been the
formulation of schemes of interaction among the Institutes and
individuals and the definition of cooperative research programs. The
remainder of the groups and some of the groups present are working
in the field of analysis and processing of cl inical A- and B-mode
echograms (i. e. video signals). Because this work is more closely
related to the cl inical diagnostics it was decided that for that reason no
preparatory workshop was needed. In the final proposal for the
Concerted Action this work wi 1 1 get ample attention. Although not
many clinicians were present, their positive interest in the sophisticated
analysis techniques and their contribution to the dis­ cussions again
have been a most valuable and stimulating experience.


