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The study by Dalal el-Bizri, researcher and associate professor at the
Lebanese University, is part of a CERMOC research program devoted to
public life and its expressions in Middle Eastern societies (see Cahiers
du CERMOC n ° 5,7, 8, 9, 12).0ften treated (more often mistreated by
current representations), the situation of Muslim women in Arab
societies is discussed here with regard to Lebanon, on which no field
study was available, particularly since the development of Islamist
mobilizations in Lebanese society. The raw material for this exploratory
study is provided by interviews Dalal el-Bizri conducted with ten Shiite
women active in Hezbollah, in the southern suburbs of Beirut. The
author restores us a testimony of the body to body and the debate
which mingled her with her subject (s) during several months of
investigation. She thus reminds the reader to what extent research is
also a questioning of oneself, in the person of the researcher as well as
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in the paradigms which help him to construct his object. On this
dialectic of subject and object, generally inscribed in the “horstext” of
research but which here forms part of his very writing, another is
superimposed. The itinerary of the women questioned about their
release into the public sphere in Lebanon testifies to their modernity.
Islam, which constructs their representation of themselves and
inscribes them in history, appeals to tradition. Would the modernity
claimed by Islamism be different from that which it condemns in the
name of tradition? We know that the quarrel is not just a play on words.
Its political dimension will shape the Lebanon of tomorrow and
everyone, along with the author, must seek the outcome ... without
concession.
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